 SOS-CACEO Monthly Conference Call Notes
Tuesday, January 26, 2016
3:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Call-in Information:  (866) 590-5055
Participant Code:   922039
Mute Phone: Dial * 6

Unmute Phone: Dial * 7
Call commenced at 3:00 p.m.

Roll Call taken by Joe Holland, 47 counties on the call.

VoteCal - Status Update

VoteCal is currently live in 46 of 58 counties. Three more counties (Yolo, Imperial and Kings) to go live soon so will be to 49 of 58 counties.  Making great progress as counties are choosing to move up in the process.  
VoteCal – Mock Election (March 21 – 30, 2016) 

It was mentioned at New Law that we are planning to have a mock election using VoteCal in late March, March 21 through March 31.  This is a very important exercise and we need every county to participate.  This is more than just kicking the tires and taking for a test drive.  This is a chance to test the system before the Presidential Primary. The VoteCal team is working with the Business Process Committee to work out the details.   We understand that it is an imposition on your time.  But this is very important to be ready for the June Primary and for further into the future.
The Dims blackout election work space issue is still being worked on.  While this is not an insignificant issue it is not insurmountable.  Look forward to resolving this sooner than later.  Should have more information on the next VoteCal call scheduled for Thursday February 11 at 10:00 am . 
New Motor Voter Timeline
We had a great meeting with the Governor’s office and the DMV about a week and a half ago.    The new timetable call for the program to be completely up and running by July 2017.  The start of this program relies on three things; 1 Funding, 2. Regulations, and 3. VoteCal to be up and running.  All three things are coming into place (see 10/23/2015 SOS notes for more detail).  Hopefully we will begin to see the voter registration needle begin to move in July 2017.  We will let counties know if there is any change in the timeline.

New Motor Voter Question:  Austin Erdman from San Joaquin asked if there could be some training for new driver’s licenses for non-citizens as far as what we do and don’t accept here in California.  
New Motor Voter Question:  Kammi Foote from Inyo County noted that under HAVA we are required to provide training on what is acceptable identification and would like guidance from SOS.
Secretary Padilla indicated that the SOS will provide guidance on how to handle non-citizen driver’s licenses.
New Motor Voter Question:  Justin from El Dorado asked if there was any attempt to pass along data from the DMV regarding a voter’s right to register – whether or not they are a non-citizen.

Secretary Padilla pointed out that the DMV system will not afford non-citizens under AB 60 the opportunity to register to vote under New Motor Voter.  James Schwab pointed out that AB 60 specifically prohibits the DMV from sharing data about non-citizens – so no data will be coming to the SOS.
One question that comes up a lot is - what about the undocumented?  The bill includes language that specifically prohibits the registration of AB60 applicants.  The AB 60 driver’s license is clearly distinct to the DMV and anybody who is coming into to request an AB 60 driver’s license is not afforded the registration process.
SB 450

As most of you know the language of the bill was unveiled mid-year last year.  Last year the legislative leaders asked that SB 450 be held and set aside to be heard in January 2016.  This would give them time to do their homework on the bill. The bill is still in great shape.  Seems to be a strong consensus for moving forward.
Want to remind everyone that this bill is a great idea – but it is also leverage to provide funding to purchase new voting equipment in the future.

SB 450 Question:  Bob Musil from Mono County wanted to know if there was still an opportunity for changes to be made to SB 450.  Specifically he wanted to know if the threshold for conducting an all-mail election could be raised from 1,000 to 10,000 registered voters – or if the requirement, within SB 450, for counties with less than 30,000 to have two vote centers open for 10 days could be removed. 

James Schwab said that SB 450 will probably not be heard in committee until April and that it could go all of the way to the end of the legislative process in August.

General Questions

Several questions on New Motor Voter and one on SB 450.  See questions above.
New schedule for conference calls: Secretary Padilla pointed out that a new schedule for SOS conference calls was distributed and the calls will now be on the third Thursday of every month at 10:00 a.m.
California Museum – Preparing an exhibit on voting – will run from May 17 through November.  Will be called “The Power of the People – Voting in California 1850 to 2016”.  It is going to cover voting from a number of different perspectives.  If you have not heard from them already they will be reaching out to you to see if there is any memorabilia or other items that you would like to share.   
The Secretary had a question for Santa Clara County:  Are you ready for the Super Bowl?  Santa Clara responded that they are staying off of the streets!  
Call ended at 3:25 p.m.
